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2021 County Board of Appeal & Equalization 
Monday, June 14, 2021 

4:00 PM 
 
 
Attendees 
Board members present were: David De La Hunt; Charlene Christenson; Tom Krueger; Ted 
Van Kempen; and Kay Rave - County Auditor. 
 
Others present were: Jeff Cadwell - County Administrator; Jamie Freemen - County Assessor; 
Lauren Anderson - Assistant County Assessor 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner De La Hunt at 4:00 PM. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was said by all. 
 
The County Board of Appeal & Equalization was sworn in by the Court Operations Associate 
Trisha Brann. 
 
Commissioner De La Hunt reviewed the purpose of the meeting. County Assessor Jamie 
Freeman gave a brief presentation and a general overview of the purpose and rules behind 
the meeting. Ms. Freeman reviewed the sales ratio study period, the median ratio and the 
determination of market value as used in the assessment field. The rate increases and 
decreases county wide. 
 
Appeals were heard based on who was present, then in the order of sign-up. 
 
 
 
1.        a) Parcel ID - 13.42.00800 

b) Property Owner - Charles Driscoll 
c) Type of appeal – Value_High 
d) Classification - Seasonal 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman presented the appeal on behalf of the Property Owner. The cabin on the 
property is salvage and the local assessor visited the property as a result of the Local Board of 
Appeal meeting to then bring the recommendations to the County Board. The 
recommendation was as presented below. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Override the cabin value to salvage $5,000 and delete the xfob deck and override the fireplace 
value for now to zero. The plumbing is toast, as well as all windows leak, the exterior logs 
have holes in them and the attic houses bats now. Reducing the overall value from $108,400 
to $59,200 
 
 
Action: 
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Christenson moved and Rave seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
2. a) Parcel ID - 13.59.00200 

b) Property Owner - O'Dean Hokanson  
c) Type of appeal - Value_High 
d) Classification - Residential Homestead 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman presented this appeal on behalf of the property owner. Mr. Hokanson presented 
his appeal at the Local Board meeting and set up an appointment with the local assessors. He 
felt that the value was too high due to the amount of deterioration and damage that is present. 
 
The local assessors viewed the property and recommended the following changes be brought 
to the County Board. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
It is recommended to use an additional 10% depreciation on his buildings, (they are currently 
getting 10% functional to 20% on the dwelling) it has deferred maintenance. This change 
reduces the value from $342,300 to $319,100. 
 
 
Action: 
Christenson moved and Kruger seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
3. a) Parcel ID - 21.02.01520 

b) Property Owner - Thomas Walz  
c) Type of appeal - Value_High 
d) Classification - Residential Homestead 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman read aloud to the Board Mr. Walz letter of appeal submitted. She noted that the 
items removed were present on the property as of January 2, but could be addressed for the 
next assessment. Ms. Freeman reviewed that the appeal was presented at the Local Board 
meeting and deferred to the County Board of Appeal meeting. Prior to the Local Board 
meeting the local assessor visited the property and reduced the value via a revised notice to 
$25,300. 
 
Ms. Freeman reviewed the appraisal with the Board and stated that three of the six 
comparables were either bare land or had very minimal structure value. Additionally, there 
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was no well or septic value associated with these comparables. If the properties did have well 
and septic value they would arrive at similar values to this property. 
 
 
Recommendation: No Change 
 
Action: 
Kruger moved and De La Hunt seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
4. a) Parcel ID - 21.96.60400 

b) Property Owner - Mike Mitchell  
c) Type of appeal - Value_High 
d) Classification - Seasonal 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman presented this appeal on behalf of the appellant, due to the fact that it was 
mistakenly not presented at the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. This is a personal 
property travel trailer that did not have the license tabs displayed. The property owner did 
provide proof of purchase of the tabs prior to the Local Board of Appeal. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Recommend this parcel be removed from the tax rolls.  Although the current registration was 
not conspicuously displayed on Mr. Mitchell’s travel trailer, he was able to provide proof of 
current tabs prior to the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting. 
 
 
Action: 
Van Kempen moved and Rave seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
5. a) Parcel ID - R18.25.00400 

b) Property Owner - Joshua & Mary Gallus  
c) Type of appeal - Value_High 
d) Classification - Seasonal/Rural Vacant Land 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman received an e-mail from Mr. Gallus with his comments regarding the appeal of 
his property. She handed out a letter copy of the appeal and additionally read that appeal 
aloud to the Board.Mr. Johnson, the local assessor, reviewed the comparable properties and 
stated that the other properties have a significant amount of wetland. Ms. Freeman stated that 
in her conversations with Mr. Gallus that she did explain the other parcels had a significant 
amount of wetland as compared to the comparable properties. 
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Recommendation: No Change 
 
Action: 
Van Kempen moved and Kruger seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
6.        a) Parcel ID - 18.38.00500 

b) Property Owner - Michael Rak  
c) Type of appeal - Value_High 
d) Classification - Seasonal 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Rak purchased this parcel in 1983 and in the process of doing a forest management plan 
he discovered he had less acreage than he thought. Mr. Rak encouraged people to ask the 
County to review their properties and their acreages. 
 
The value of his lot increased 44%, although the County only needed to increase value 
approximately 20%. Mr. Rak compared his property to a neighboring property that had a 
driveway and site clearing. Since the property has had work done to it, Mr. Rak feels that the 
values should be different to reflect the improvements done to the property. 
 
Mr. Rak is requesting a reduction of the value by $3,000. 
 
Mr. Krueger requested Ms. Freeman explain the difference in value between the two parcels. 
Ms. Freeman explained that the slight difference in valuation was due to 18.38.00400 being 
slightly larger with an outhouse valued. 
 
Ms. Freeman explained that in her review of the land policy, it does not currently allow a 
reduction of value 
 
 
Recommendation: No Change 
 
 
Action: 
De La Hunt moved and Christenson seconded to approve the recommendation of the County 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
7.        a) Parcel ID - 13.29.00330 

b) Property Owner - Jim Cashman & Mary Germscheid  
c) Type of appeal - Different_from_other_properties 
d) Classification - Seasonal 
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Discussion: 
Ms. Freeman presented the letter on behalf of Mr. Cashman. The appeal was read aloud to 
the Board by Ms. Freeman as well as the parcel owners agreement for the property. 
 
The County Assessor did visit the property to visually understand the impact of the easement 
of the property. Ms. Freeman did not feel the easements or the self-imposed restrictions 
impact the value of the property. Commissioner De La Hunt noted that the only thing that he 
saw in the agreement was that they would have to sell for 3% less than the appraised value, 
however it does not give an appraised value that is dependent on the market. 
 
 
Recommendation: No Change 
 
 
Action: 
Christenson moved and Van Kempen seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
County Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
8. a) Parcel ID - 03.20.00100, 03.17.00400, 3.17.00100  

b) Property Owner - Melvin Hemerick 
c) Type of appeal - Value/Classification 
d) Classification - Residential/Agricultural/Rural Vacant Land 

 
 
 
Discussion: 
03.20.00100 - Mr. Hemerick was confused why the value of the property increased by $5,000. 
After reviewing the property, he explained that the valuation notice that he received does not 
show the value of the exempt wetland versus the assessment records that he received. 
 
03.17.00400 & 03.17.00100 - Mr. Hemerick additionally explained that he would like to receive 
that agricultural classification on the above properties. However, he stated that he measured 
the property just this morning and it is only 9 acres. Ms. Freeman explained that it had to be 
10 contiguous acres with an agricultural product for sale. Mr. Hemerick does not agree with 
the County and Department of Revenue’s definition of contiguous. 
 
Commissioner De La Hunt stated that we are bound by the Department of Revenue’s 
definitions. 
 
 
Recommendation: No Change 
 
 
Action: 
De La Hunt moved and Kruger seconded to approve the recommendation of the Count 
Assessor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Recessed meeting at 5:30 PM and Reconvened at 5:48 PM 
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Motion from Kruger with a second from Christenson to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 PM 
 

 

   /s/ David De La Hunt 

   David De La Hunt, Chair 

ATTEST: /s/ Jeff Cadwell  Hubbard County Board of 
Commissioners 

 Jeff Cadwell 
Hubbard County Administrator 

  


